
	  	  	  	   	  
 
List	  of	  FAQs	  and	  responses	  from	  our	  new	  Director	  of	  College	  
Counseling 

Can the college office help families with financial aid information? 

By all means. There are institutional awards and general awards for both 
need- based and merit awards. 

How does the college office communicate with colleges and 
universities? 

Through multiple channels and via multiple activities. These include: 
college visitors that come through our college counselling office doors, 
larger college fairs in our area, regional and national conferences and the 
counseling staff getting out and visiting campuses. 

Will college counselors review students' 
essays/applications/supplements? 

Yes, indeed. All students’ work will be reviewed before being submitted to 
their respective schools. 

Will college reps be visiting Berkshire? What if no rep from the 
school my child is interested in is visiting campus? 

Up to 100 admission officers do visit Berkshire every year and if a school of 
interest does not visit, we’ll arrange for a student to connect via Skype, 
allow for a campus visit to that school during the spring term of 5th form or 
fall of 6th  form year. 

Can students still do college visits this fall? 

Fall of senior year is a time for students to visit schools. The best time to 
do this is during the October Fall weekend. 

Should my child apply Early Decision? Even if they need financial 
aid? 

We strongly encourage all students to be prepared well-enough to make an 
informed decision on whether or not they’ll apply for the early rounds of 
Early Decision or Early Action. 

Whether or not aid is available for students in the early rounds varies from 
school to school. College counselors will work with students at identifying 
the aid opportunities at respective schools of interest. 
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How many schools should my child plan to apply to? This varies from 
student to student, but we like to see 8 apps per student. Does my child 
need to take the SAT/ACT again? What about Subject Tests? 

Typically, best SAT results are earned within 3 attempts. The College Board 
has stated that after taking more than three SAT 1 tests, students results 
are not better and commonly will go down. I would advise the same for the 
ACT. Two times are recommended, and a 3rd should be the last. There are 
only 40+ schools that require the SAT 2 Subject Tests. There are many 
more that “recommend” them. Be sure to look at the admission 
requirement webpages and communicate with your college counselor the 
schools of interest to judge whether or not your son or daughter should 
take the SAT 2s. 

What can I do as a parent to most effectively support my child's 
college process? 

Ask questions. Be involved. Communicate with your child’s counselor and, 
where possible, take advantage of school breaks to visit schools or better 
inform yourself about the schools in which they are interested. 

 


